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Ray s wife says he 


Her TV interview 
to be aired today 

By Doug Mason 

News-Sentinel staff writer 

James Earl Ray admitted kill- 
ing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
the convicted assassin’s es- 
tranged wife told a Knoxville 
television talk-show host. During 
a half-hour interview that airs to- 
day, Anna Sandhu Ray also impli- 


cates others in the 1968 slaying. 

The interview will air at 7 p.m. 
today on “ET Horizons with Chris 
Williams,” a locally produced PBS 
series shown on WSJK-TV, Chan- 
nel 2, and WKOP-TV, Channel 15. 

Anna Ray and James Earl Ray 
have countersued for divorce. She 
says their divorce will become fi- 
nal on Aug. 22. 

Ray says during the taped in- 
terview that her husband — 
whom she calls a manipulator and 
a “pathological liar” — had con- 
vinced her of his innocence for 


most of their marriage but that 
she now believes he is guilty of 
killing King. 

She tells interviewer Williams 
that Ray admitted killing the civil 
rights leader during a telephone 
conversation with her from pris- 
on. 

“He became very angry at me 
one day and threatened me,” she 
says. “I said, ‘The way you’re 
talking I could almost believe 
you’re a killer.’ I said, ‘You really 
did kill King.’ He said, ‘Yeah, I did 
it But what if I did it? I’m in pris- 
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saod he killed King 

on. T npver 0nt n trial * 99 kncKonH no ^ 


on. I never got a trial.’ 

' James Earl Ray pleaded guilty 
to killing King in 1969 and was 
sentenced to 99 years in prison. 
He recanted the confession three 
days later and is still seeking a re- 
trial. 

The wife says during the inter- 
view that she believes Ray did 
not act alone in plotting the assas- 
sination of King but says she 
doesn’t believe the U.S. govern- 
ment was involved — as some 
conspiracy theorists suggest. 

She names persons close to her 


husband as co-conspirators. 
Those accused by Anna Ray were 
investigated by the House Assas- 
sinations Committee in the late 
1970s, but no evidence was 
brought forth linking them to the 
assassination. 

Anna Ray — a free-lance art- 
ist who lives in White House, 
Tenn. — first announced she 
would divorce James Earl Ray in 
1988. At that time, she said she 
wanted the divorce because her 
husband told her she was being 
“cut out” of any participation or 


profit in his book, “Who Killed 
Martin Luther King? The True 
Story by the Alleged Assassin.” 
Famed divorce and palimony 
attorney Marvin Mitchelson is 
representing her. 

In 1990, James Earl Ray sued 
for divorce. In January that year, 
a judge denied Ray’s petition to 
bar his wife from speaking public- 
ly about their marriage. Ray has 
often accused his wife of profi- 
teering from his notoriety. 

Please see RAY, page B6 
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